Raphazl P a r meesearchesraldost the
building site of the unfinished railway tunneli n
Urbes (1932 -1935)

1) Particularity of the tunnelin Urbes: Er/' ﬁﬂﬁi'@i"ﬁﬁ

—

The history of the tunnah Urbes cwoers 2
distinctperiods: during the first period1932-
1935) Alsacewas French during the second
period (1944) the region was German or mor
precisely a regiode facto annexetb thelll ™
Reichof thenazs.

From1932to 1935,the Urbéstunnelwas a vastg,
rail-building site, which should have led from
Alsace toSaintMaurice sur Moselleywest
slope of the Vosgesy more technically
explainedit should have connectdlde head A
of thetunnelin SaintMauricewith the head
of thetunnel on the easslopeof the Vosges in
Alsace.

The buildingproject of thistunnelwas part of the railway routeith double
track lineandit was considered witlnternationalnterest Indeed, this railway
project hadirstly the aimto shorterthe distances to Englan8enelux and
North-East of Francey 52kmat the mostsecondlyto shorten the distances to
Switzerland Northenltaly and even téustria. In the same occasion, this line
had to connedtorrainewith Alsace viatheVosges and in a smaller scalihe
MoselleValley with theThur Valley.

Unfortunately thigoroject became rapidely a financiscoand waddefinitely
given up already in935,though the works should @ been finished i6937.

During thenaziperiod in Alsace (1940945) the unfinished railwayunnelwas
transformedfrom Marchto mid-Octobea 1944,into a secret underground



factory to manufacturdieselengines folDB-605planesin relation with the
project called« Kranich» [crang or « A10 » of theJagerstab*It waswithin the
context ofan agreemertietween te German industrial groupaimlerBenzand
the Luftwaffe.

*Jagerstawas t he name of the direction organ for

Thenaziprojectsin relationwith aircrafttook the name ad bird, those n relationwith thenavythe
name of a fish. That is why the sadary nazi camp of Urbés and the secret underground factory
inside the tunnel were calledcrane».

The German industrial group DaimiBenzhad a subsidiaryirim in Colmar
from 1940/1941onwards Stefan Osethebrotherin-law of the dreadful
Gauleiter Wagnetpok overthe running of the firm already in January 1941

The bunker at the entry
of thetunnelin Urbes
Built by the camp
prisonersit officially
became therypt of the
Urbés Memorial , since
the inaugural ceremony
of 11" Septemier 2016.

2) Genesis of thereseaches undertaken byRaphaél Parmentier :

Raphaél Parmentidras a passion for nature, local history, as well as for
technics. So he regularbrgankesin Thillot or in other town®f the region
exhibitions about several themes, among them the history of the unfinished
tunnelof SaintMaurice Urbes.

He has already written 3 little books.&bnein relation with the unfinished
railway tunnels entitled« Urbés St Maurice, le souteria du col de Bussany



[Urbes St-Maurice, the underground of the Bussang pamdjlishedn 2007.

The other onebad been written beforeOne book relates about thaciert road
tunnelsituated on th8ussangpass, it is called« BussangUrbes, histoired 6 u n
col » [BussangUrbeés,thehistory of a pass[The second onis entitled

« Bussangau temps du thermalismdgBussang at the time of water curds|

this book,Raphaél Parmentigjoes back over the prosperous economic agtivit
of this little town & the Vosges during last century. It was a plarevater

cures and vacation, which was very appreciated by rich town paogksarch

of fresh and healthy aias well as of welbeing by taking the waters

1 Which circumstancesed Raphaél Parmenti¢o take arintereg in the
history of thistunne| when it was a vast railway building sfte

Exhibition 2017at the
multimedia library in Le
Thillot (Vosges)

Photoof Raphaél Parmentier,
taken from the press article of
Hervé de Chalendaentitled

« Dans les ténébres du tunnel
doUr>»WC&Al 4% c e
August2017.

He begand research about #railway tunnel St MauriceJrbesfrom
2001/2002 onwards. In tleFchivesof theSocety Vandewalle & Boriethe
tunnel is officially called ¢«he underground of the Bussang pass.

At the beginning, he thoughtitattheresult of his researches wouwdly
constitue achapte in the bookabout the road tunnetentionned abovand
entitled «<Bussangyr b s, hi st oire doéun col



But the researchdsecame more and more despvoluminous. Nowthey
constitutethe content of a book with detailed and technic explanatibasks to
thedomation of manytechnicdocumentdo the coucil of Urbésby M™ Rebeix,
daughter oRoger Drouostengineerin chage of the tunnel buildingHe
worked for the Societyandewalle & Borieproject manager of the building
site.

On 27" Augug 2004, M® Rebeixbequeathetb theMayor of UrbésClaude
Ehlinger,animportantnumberof documentspreciously conserved by her
father

M" Claude Ehlingewas conscious of this priceless gift and decideckgister
these precious documerttsthe« Archives Départementales du Hdribin »
[Departmental Archives of the Upp&hine] with the aim 6 ensure their
sustainability

Thisinestimable donation allowelaphaél Parmenti¢éo have access and to
study thoroughlylans, dawings topographs studiestechnicreportsof
engineeré and to selegblenty of pictures taken at thiene of this vast
building site in Urbés anflaint-Maurice.

So, he result of thismmensework, which lastda few yearsbecame the
content of Par men tUreas$tBlauticé, le sodtertaio aduk
col de Bussang, publishedin 2007, Edition HousefFrancheComté.The book

Is unfortunaely out of print

But acompletedocumentvith detailed technic explanatioabout theunnel
building site can be found on th&ernetwebste of theUrbesvillage, in French
and inPDFversion in the file« Travaux de Raphaél Parmentidre/ tunnel

d 6 U r, dhanser ferroviaire inacheve. The webdie adiress: urbesalsace.fr

3) Why did the tunnel building site becomea financial fiasco?

The rail line connectin@hannandMulhousewas created 11839 A little later,
a firstproject of rail roadto connectEpinalandMulhousevia theBussangpass
was presented the«C o mp a g n i e [Rdilway Cdnpgany for East
France] already in867.

The full expansion dfextile industryin Mulhouse as well as in the Thuralley
andthe HauteMoselleValley maderapidly conscious of theecessiy to

connectall theseregionsand to facilitate thencreasing transportation of persons
and goods
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Here a cardhowing the2 piercing placesn

the SouthVosges: the first inCornimont
Metzeral-never undertakerand the second in
SaintMauriceUrbes.

The Railway Company for EaEranceobtainedthe concessioiby the Act of3™
August1870and itundertookin 1910afeasibility study of the piercing

possibilities in the SoutNosges

At thattime, therail roadSaintMaurice sur Mosell@Vesserlingoresentedn

internationainterest






Furthermorethe railline EpinatRemiremontvas brought into servideom 10"
Novembe 1864onwards and then extended SaintMauricein 1879 Bussang
was onlyconnected to the rail netwoffom 17" October 1891.

The pilot-studyof theRemiremontMulhouserail road(with sectionto
Wesserling)wvas presented iMarch 1919.1t was necessary to wait at first for
the vote of thect, 28" March 192Q so thatthe SaintMaurice Wesserlindine
could be declaredf publicinterest

PERCEE D‘[;bir VOSGES = P s "V()GESEN-BAHN"

N e

GEBOHAFTSFUNRENDER VORSTAND

erevillog

-

7
\_~Y
Neufchateau
rd

SUBSKRIPTION

Generalbericht

|
-
&/ « VOGESEN - BAHN »
Fribourg/2: %4
ri =i .
2 p o W

s/

BELFORT @
Herigourt //

AV
| . 4
J

Montbéliard ‘;./:/1 E

VT PN i
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After manydiscussionsaindnegotiationsthe building site could start t932,at
a time, wheré\lsacewas a French regioAccording to plan, ta tunnelshould
be8287m long andit was scheduled to become one of the longest tammel

France!



The worksof the vast buildingite wereconfindedto the Societyandewalle
& Borie on behalf othe«Ch e mi ns d e » [Ralway dompahyddE s t
EastFrance]

The first tunnel piercing knock was given on19" October 1932and the
building site neededl100workers, who took turns to work in teams.It was
scheduled, that thetunnel should progress by2 km each year!

The Societywvandewalle & Borieevaluated the workostsat 87 millions
francs, while the official estimationreached a total amount 80 millions
francs. Did the societystraightawayunderestimate the real codts get this
procurement contraett any price?

In any case, this titanegkoject at thattime was unique in theegion.
Unfortunately, it rapidly became a big finandialsco.

In 1932 thebuilding site operations could not be the sdiketoday,compared
with the moderriechncs of working The mechanization of wonkas limited
and thiskind of building site needeah important workforce. Themployees
had to make all kinds of works rard conditions

Furthermorethe securityneasuresexised barelyand the workers operated
without helmetsecurity shoes and without any protectamgainsthe infernal
noise on the building site

o s 8 Photoof workers inside theunnel.

B Security measures seemed to be at pieriod
an unknowmotion

2 telescopt hammer drills« Ingersoll R.51»

Weight: 25kg.




Thell00employeesvere housing in huts, near to their working place in Urbes
(the same place will become in 1944 the secondary nazi)c&mme hutsvere
provided with a little gardeand they were fit out, depending theworkers, if
married or single

Photofrom 15" June1933,
SerretMuseum inSaint
Amarin

The reasons put forward fastify the giving up of the building site

The Society might hae been soon confronted witiichnc problemsAmong

the reasongiven as a pretext ow downthe work in a fist time and to stop it
definitely a little lateywere: thegradientdiff erencebetween the side of the
Vosges and the Alsatian side of the moutdieimportantpercolationof water,
the extrem rock hardness, and soAlhthese unexpected problemsghthave
generated sizeable additional costs

Were suctargumentsvell-founded? This question remains opdn any case,
the building site became clearly sloweym1935onward ; the works were
consicered rightly or wrongly as too expensive. T agreement was
cancelled

On the 8287m initially scheduled,only 4060m were actually bored on the
Alsatian sideand 300mon the other side of the Vosges



