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Active Resistance in the Thur Valley and the Maquis of the
Vosges

B. Tragic fate of two active and heroi

- The family Lutenbacheri owner of themountain farm and inn at the
Drumont Massif

The parents: Nicolas and Marcelineyidleny.

The 11 children: JosepAntoine, Christine,Marthe Emile, Charles, EugeneCécile,
Albert, Michel andPaul.

LUTENBACHER Nicolas et MENY Marceline

LUTENBACHER Nicolas né le 24/03/1871 & Fellering et décédé le 24/09/1944, fusillé par les allemands au Steingraben
épouse le 16/01/1897 Marceline MENY née le 02/06/1873
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The parentsutenbacher:

Nicolas,born on24" March 1871 irFellering, shot 024" Septembr 1944 at the
Steingraben. Owner and chegseker at the farm and inn of tBeumontMassit

Marceline, born Meny, or2"June 1873 in Oderen, died 6"Junel948 inBussang
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1, BUSSANG (Vosges) e
Le Dnumont — L’Ansienne Chaume

Postcard
from the
ancient
farm and
inn at the
Drumont.

The farm and inn at the Drumokiassifwas a strategic place, where the main actors of the
active Resistance in Alsace met. It senasla liaisorbetween different leaders of the

Resistance in the Vosges and in Alsace, while in another room German baenaksr ajd
forest warders cante quench their thirst.

Didtheyacas i f they didnét see anything?

The farm and inn at the
Drumort, postcard from
19021 lent by Jean
Jacques Lutenbacher

DRUMONT.BUSSANG (Haut-Rhin, Vosges), alt. 1.208 m.



And yet, the fam and inn constituted a cruciplace, where more than 1500 fugitives, draft
evaders, war prisoners and more generally opponents of theegame passed througb
reach as ragly as possible the other side of the Vosges.

The Drumontdos farm was assati'Gepomider1944 t he Gest
wrecked and burnt down the next day]deling the denunciation of fakeesistance
members infiltrated in the Resistance nakwo

The execution oNicolas the fatherhis youngest son Paul and Georges Sac at the Steingraben
took place 3 days after their detention, on Sunda{Saptember 1944.

Nicolasthe father making cheese at the
farm.

(Photo lent bylearJacques
Lutenbacher).
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Role played by the members of the family Lutenbacher and the fate of each
one:

Nicolas, the father:

His entire life had been devoted to work, to his family, but also to a
noble and patriotic ideal.

Famoudor his hospitality, hisvarmwelcome and his firm handshake,
Nicolas Lutenbacher had been appointed Officer of Agricultural Merit.

Besides, he had been honoured with the Medal of the French
Recognition for services rendered to the French troops during the
W.W.lin 1918.

Hewas he one whsugervised the multiple activitiethat took place
under his roof. Ble, he will pay with his life at the Steingraben, off' 24
Septembel944.

Paul:
He was born on"8June 1913 in Fellering and was the youngest boy of the siblings.

He worked a a farmewith his father and alsas apostman in Bussang, Paul was an active
member of Resistance, as well as a smuggler of refugees and a liaison officer like his other
brothers.

Arrested at the farrwith his father and Georges Saa 2F"Sepemberhe will be executed
aged31l yearold at the Steingraben, at the same time as them, B8&gtember 1944

Emile

(Photo from MarieFrac e Fr anchet |,
daughter)

Captain of the F.F.l. (French Resistance Forces
operating within France during W. II) and leader
of the maquis at Le Thillot.

He was born on fINovember 1904 in Fellering.

Emile, just as his brothers, helped more than 1500 ; £
fugitives to pass the other side of the Vosges, ofter
the risk of his life. Like all his brothers, he patlg
knew the region.



Furthermore, he regularly met at his fathero
of Resistance in Alsace and several local maquis.

He had set up linkaith the GMA-Vosges (Mobile Group of Alsace) in relation with Marcel
Kibler, alias commander Marceau.

He directed with other Resistance fightersrteuis district of Bussang ane [T hillot
(Vosges).

The mystery about Emile Lutenbacherds murder

The Gestaparrested hinon 229 September 1944 at the ias he returned fro a mission.
However, he was neither part of those sentenced to death at the Steingralén on 24
September, nor dhose on # Octoberl 944.

What happened to him?

On 10" December 1944, during the official funeral of the victims at the Steingraben, nobody
knew, what happened to him.

His horriblymutilated dead body was found only ori"26oril 1945, not far from Pondean,
at the foot of the Drumont, where he had his farm and headquarters and where so many
refugees had found shelter and help.

The mystery boutthe exact circumstances of this heinous murderains intact

The former Resistance fighters and patriots on both sides of the Vosges erected in his honour
a maument at the edge of the Pajehn, on the road leadito the Drumont near the place
where his dead body was found.

During the inauguration ceremony, orf"May 1947 the War Cross with Silver Staras
posthumoushanded t o Emil e .Lutenbacher s widow

11" May 1947
Many people
attended the
inauguration
ceremonyof the
stele erected in
Emile
Lutenbachey s
honour at Pond
Jean.
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Stele inEmile Lutenbachérs h ono
ceremony of thel™ May 1947, in
presence of his wife, his daughidarie-
Francei the little fairhaired girli of
SuzanneAntoineds daughter (besidd'
Lutenbachey, of Bernard and Albertine,
Albertot s chi |l dr en

(Photo lent byleanJacqued.utenbacher)

New photo of the steligom 2015

Many thanks to MMarie-
France FrancheEmile :
Lutenbachéd s d a u g ¥
and to M Jean-Jacques
LutenbacherEugené s
for all lent documents and
photosabout the family.




Antoine :
He was born in 1900 and was the second boy of the siblings.

He acted as smuggler of refugees on Alsatian side of the Vosges, like his brother Eugene,
often at the risk of hiswn life.

Accusedby the Gestapo of intensesistance activities in his village, he had been arrested for
a first time on 2% February 1942 with his daughter Suzanne.

Bothwere interned to theecurity cammpf Schirmecka s 0 esmfdh@Geeman St at e o,
were releasedn 25" May 1942.

Antoine was arrested for a second tiome18" November 1944 and transferred to the prison
of Colmar and then to Strasbourg, before being deported to th@aggenau (Germany)
along with his 17yeaold daughter.

They were released by the French Aromy14" April 1945 and then repatriated to France.

Antoine Lutenbachemwho became thilayor of HussereiWesserling after the war for many
years waswarded the War Cross with Silver Stan 29" November 1950.

He died on 20 Octdber 1970 in HusserewWesserling.

Drawing of Claude Burret, from the book entitkede
c amp d &cénnhde Schimeck, testimonies,
volume 1, @26, Collection Essqri994

Antoine Lutenbacher, manager of the geoy
A S a d aHusserernNesserling.

(Photo lent byleanJacques Lutenbacher)



