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Active Resistance in the Thur Valley and the Maquis of the 

Vosges  

 

B. Tragic fate of two active and heroic resistantsõ families 

  - The family Lutenbacher ï owner of the mountain farm and inn at the 

Drumont  Massif 

The parents: Nicolas and Marceline, born Meny. 

The 11 children: Joseph, Antoine, Christine, Marthe, Emile, Charles, Eugène, Cécile, 

Albert , Michel and Paul. 

Photo prêtée par M. Jean-Jacques Lutenbacher, fils dôEug¯ne Lutenbacher ï Fellering. 

Spelling of the familyôs name, Lutenbacher, with only one « t », in agreement with the family. 



The parents Lutenbacher: 

Nicolas, born on 24th March 1871 in Fellering, shot on 24th September 1944 at the 

Steingraben. Owner and cheese-maker at the farm and inn of the Drumont Massif. 

Marceline, born Meny, on 2nd June 1873 in Oderen, died on 6th June 1948 in Bussang. 

 

 

 

 

 

Postcard 

from the 

ancient 

farm and 

inn at the 

Drumont. 

 

 

 

 

The farm and inn at the Drumont Massif was a strategic place, where the main actors of the 

active Resistance in Alsace met. It served as a liaison between different leaders of the 

Resistance in the Vosges and in Alsace, while in another room German border guards and 

forest warders came to quench their thirst. 

Did they act as if they didnôt see anything? 

 

 

The farm and inn at the 

Drumont, postcard from 

1902 ï lent by Jean-

Jacques Lutenbacher. 

 

 

 

 



And yet, the farm and inn constituted a crucial place, where more than 1500 fugitives, draft 

evaders, war prisoners and more generally opponents of the Nazi regime passed through to 

reach as rapidly as possible the other side of the Vosges. 

The Drumontôs farm was assaulted by the Gestapo on Thursday, 21srt September 1944, 

wrecked and burnt down the next day, following the denunciation of fake Resistance 

members infiltrated in the Resistance network. 

The execution of Nicolas the father, his youngest son Paul and Georges Sac at the Steingraben 

took place 3 days after their detention, on Sunday, 24th September 1944. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nicolas the father making cheese at the 

farm. 

(Photo lent by Jean-Jacques 

Lutenbacher). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Role played by the members of the family Lutenbacher and the fate of each 

one: 

 Nicolas, the father: 

 

His entire life had been devoted to work, to his family, but also to a 

noble and patriotic ideal. 

Famous for his hospitality, his warm welcome and his firm handshake, 

Nicolas Lutenbacher had been appointed Officer of Agricultural Merit.  

Besides, he had been honoured with the Medal of the French 

Recognition for services rendered to the French troops during the 

W.W.I in 1918. 

He was the one who supervised the multiple activities that took place 

under his roof. Role, he will pay with his life at the Steingraben, on 24th 

September 1944. 

 

Paul: 

He was born on 3rd June 1913 in Fellering and was the youngest boy of the siblings. 

He worked as a farmer with his father and also as a postman in Bussang, Paul was an active 

member of Resistance, as well as a smuggler of refugees and a liaison officer like his other 

brothers. 

Arrested at the farm with his father and Georges Sac, on 21srt September, he will be executed 

aged 31 years old at the Steingraben, at the same time as them, on 24th September 1944. 

 

 

Emile   

(Photo from Marie-France Franchet, Emileôs 

daughter)  

Captain of the F.F.I.  (French Resistance Forces 

operating within France during W.W. II) and leader 

of the maquis at Le Thillot . 

He was born on 11th November 1904 in Fellering. 

Emile, just as his brothers, helped more than 1500 

fugitives to pass the other side of the Vosges, often at 

the risk of his life. Like all his brothers, he perfectly 

knew the region. 



Furthermore, he regularly met at his fatherôs inn important personalities within the framework 

of Resistance in Alsace and several local maquis. 

He had set up links with the GMA-Vosges (Mobile Group of Alsace) in relation with Marcel 

Kibler, alias commander Marceau. 

He directed with other Resistance fighters the maquis district of Bussang and Le Thillot 

(Vosges). 

 

The mystery about Emile Lutenbacherôs murder: 

The Gestapo arrested him on 22nd September 1944 at the inn as he returned from a mission. 

However, he was neither part of those sentenced to death at the Steingraben on 24th 

September, nor of those on 4th October 1944. 

What happened to him? 

On 10th December 1944, during the official funeral of the victims at the Steingraben, nobody 

knew, what happened to him. 

His horribly mutilated dead body was found only on 26th April 1945, not far from Pond Jean, 

at the foot of the Drumont, where he had his farm and headquarters and where so many 

refugees had found shelter and help. 

The mystery about the exact circumstances of this heinous murder remains intact. 

The former Resistance fighters and patriots on both sides of the Vosges erected in his honour 

a monument at the edge of the Pond Jean, on the road leading to the Drumont near the place 

where his dead body was found. 

During the inauguration ceremony, on 11th May 1947, the War Cross with Silver Star was 

posthumously handed to Emile Lutenbacherôs widow.  

 

 

11th May 1947- 

Many people 

attended the 

inauguration 

ceremony of the 

stele erected in 

Emile 

Lutenbacherôs 

honour at Pond 

Jean. 

 (Photo lent by 

Jean-Jacques 

Lutenbacher). 



 

 

Stele in Emile Lutenbacherôs honour, 

ceremony of the11th May 1947, in 

presence of his wife, his daughter Marie-

France ï the little fair-haired girl ï of 

Suzanne, Antoineôs daughter (beside Mrs 

Lutenbacher), of Bernard and Albertine, 

Albertôs children. 

 

(Photo lent by Jean-Jacques Lutenbacher) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New photo of the stele from 2015. 

 

 

 

Many thanks to Mrs Marie-

France Franchet, Emile 

Lutenbacherôs daughter, 

and to Mr. Jean-Jacques 

Lutenbacher, Eugèneôs son, 

for all lent documents and 

photos about the family. 

 

 

 



Antoine : 

He was born in 1900 and was the second boy of the siblings. 

He acted as a smuggler of refugees on Alsatian side of the Vosges, like his brother Eugène, 

often at the risk of his own life. 

Accused by the Gestapo of intense resistance activities in his village, he had been arrested for 

a first time on 25th February 1942 with his daughter Suzanne. 

Both were interned to the security camp of Schirmeck as ñenemies of the German Stateò, but 

were released on 25th May 1942. 

Antoine was arrested for a second time on 18th November 1944 and transferred to the prison 

of Colmar and then to Strasbourg, before being deported to the KL-Gaggenau (Germany) 

along with his 17year old daughter. 

They were released by the French Army on 14th April 1945 and then repatriated to France. 

Antoine Lutenbacher, who became the Mayor of Husseren-Wesserling after the war for many 

years was awarded the War Cross with Silver Star on 29th November 1950. 

He died on 20th October 1970 in Husseren-Wesserling. 

 

 

Drawing of Claude Burret, from the book entitled « Le 

camp dôinternement de Schirmeck », testimonies, 

volume 1, p 26, Collection Essor, 1994. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Antoine Lutenbacher, manager of the grocery 

ñSadalò in Husseren-Wesserling. 

(Photo lent by Jean-Jacques Lutenbacher). 

 


