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In the track s of the former Jewish deportees, also called «  Daimler -Benz Jews  » or 

«  Produktionshäftlinge  ».  

Seco ndary  camps : Urbès in Alsace and Offenburg in Baden -Württemberg, Germany.  

Hans -Peter Goer gens õ trip in Poland, May 2016.  

 

 

Our German friend Hans-Peter Goergens from the Memorial of Offenburg-Rammersweier undertook in May 2016 a long trip through Poland in 

the tracks of former « Daimler-Benz Jews ».  

He visited several Nazi camps and ghettos, like the ghetto of Rzeszow/ Reichshof, the camps of Auschwitz, Lublin/Majdanek and Treblinka, 

with the hope to find any traces or documents about the 462 [465] Jewish deportees from the camp of Urbès, where they were assigned end- 

August 1944 to manufacture diesel engines for DB-605 planes in favor of the Luftwaffe. 

The 465 Jews had to work inside the tunnel of Urbès transformed in 1944 by the Nazis in a secret and underground factory. 

Hans-Peter Goergens also hoped to find any information or document about the Jewish deportees interned in the camp of Offenburg, where they 

had to work mid-March 1945 for the ñReichsbahnò [ the Railway company of the Reich]. 

These Jewish deportees were called « Daimler-Benz Jews » or « Produktionshäftlinge », because they had received a training course by the 

industrial group Daimler-Benz inside the ghetto of Rzeszow/ Reichshof and in collaboration with the Luftwaffe for the manufacturing of diesel 

engines for DB-605 planes. 

From the inscription written on a wall inside the Urbès tunnel, « Here worked 462 Polish Jews » by a former Jewish deportee, Hans-Peter 

Goergens undertook researches about the origin and destiny of this Jewish group transferred to numerous camps and interned from 25th August to 

12nd October 1944 in the Camp of Urbès. 



It has been proven that before their transfer to Urbès camp these Jewish prisoners had been interned in the ghetto of Rzeszow, then registered at 

the main camp of Natzweiler-Struthof, after being moved for a relatively short time to other camps among which Plaszow, Wieliczka, Auschwitz 

and Flossenbürg. 

 

After their transfer to Flossenbürg, the Daimler-Benz Jews were transported for a very short time to Colmar, under the name ñKommando A-10 

Daimler-Benz GmbH, Kolmarò [GmbH= limited liability company] and finally to Urbès camp.  

(Cf. Robert Steegmann, « Struthof, le KL-Natzweiler et ses kommandos: une nébuleuse concentrationnaire des deux côtés du Rhin, 1941-1945 » 

edited by Nuée Bleue/DNA, 2005, p. 70-71). 

 

 

Native origins of the 465 « Daimler-Benz Jews » : 11 German, 9 Soviet, 1 Czech and 444 Polish men. 

3 of them died during their internment at the camp of Urbès. 

When the liberators approached crossing the mountain pass of Bussang, the 462 Jewish prisoners were transferred to the KL Sachsenhausen 

(Germany) on 12th October 1944, while other inmates of the Urbès camp were urgently moved to Neckarelz (Baden, Germany) and some of them 

to the camp of Heppenheim (Hessen, Germany). 

The search for lists of former prisoners from the camp of Sachsenhausen remains till now fruitless since many registers kept by the Nazis 

disappeared at the end of the war. 

After investigating at the Public Records Office or « Bundesarchiv » in Ludwigsburg, Hans-Peter Goergens managed to find a document dating 

from the Nazi period concerning a former Jewish prisoner from Urbès whose name is Kupferwasser Hersch, alias Cooper Harry. 

(see lesson P7c, List of the 465 « Daimler-Benz Jews » + document enclosed). 

This precious document also proved the accuracy of the Jewsô transfer to the camp of Sachsenhausen. 

Hans-Peter Goergens also undertook researches on a Jewish family named Nissenbaum as well as on the familyôs deportation and internment 

into the ghetto of Rzeszow/ Reichshof (Poland) and later into the ghetto of Warsaw. 

After the familyôs internment in Warsaw and later in the camp of Flossenbürg, the survivors of the family Nissenbaum were deported mid-March 

1945 to the camp of Offenburg. 



As the route of the 2 Jewish groups of deportees was the same, Hans-Peter Goergens could guess that they had been interned in the same ghetto 

of Rzeszow/Reichshof and trained for the assembling of diesel engines for DB-605 planes.  

Only later had they been separated into 2 different secondary camps: the first group to Urbès in Alsace in 1944, the second to Offenburg in 

Germany, in 1945. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hans-Peter Goergens (left) during the inauguration of the Memorial in Urbès, on 11th 

September 2016, in presence of Mrs. Joseph Weiss-Gillen from Luxembourg (Ernest 

Gillenôs son-in-law), of Marguerite Kubler and Mrs. Eve Gissinger. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The bunker at the entrance of the railway tunnel transformed in March 

1944 in an underground manufactory and secondary camp of the 

Natzweiler-Struthof main camp. 
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The inscription inside the tunnel of Urbès, written by a Polish deportee 

ñHere worked 462 Jews from Polandò 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location of the different nazi camps mentioned.  

Document Wikipédia, Internet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some information about the ghetto of Rzeszow/ Reichshof in Poland 
 

The name of the city comes from theYiddish word « Reishe », which means « the little Jerusalem ». 

The ghetto was created between December 1939 and January 1940. 



On 17th February 1941, the city was renamed « Reichshof » by the Nazis, who confiscated pre-war industrial buildings to install a major plant for 

the manufacturing of aircraft engines. 

This industrial complex brought together the « Flugmotorenwerke Reichshof GmbH » owned by the German industrial group Henschel from 

Kassel and the « Mercedes Benz » factory of the Daimler-Benz group. 

 

In 1941, the 2 German industrial groups used and trained nearly 2000 persons, among them more than 600 Jews.  

(Source : Internet Webside, « le ghetto de Rzeszow-encyclopédie.bseditions.fr ») 

 

 

 

 

The ghetto of Rzeszow/ Reichshof, at a distance of 150km in 

the East of Cracow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Some indications about the camp Flossenbürg : 

Created in 1938, the Nazi camp near the Bavarian village of Flossenbürg 

immediately became a forced-labour camp managed according to the 

Nazisô precept of ç extermination through labour ». About 96 000 

prisoners were deported to this camp and 30 000 found death there. 

 

2 pictures from Internet. 

 

 

                              Website Wikipédia, Internet. 

 

Photo of the camp, April 1945. 



The activities of this hard labour camp were on the one hand the manufacturing of pieces for Messerschmitt fighters, Bf 109, for the benefit of 

the Messerschmitt group in Regensburg, and on the other hand the hard labour in granite quarries, the drilling of tunnels and the development of 

underground factories.  

On 20th April 1945, the camp Flossenbürg had to be urgently evacuated, when the Allied Forces approached. 

The prisoners had to undertake a death march of more than 80 Km towards Dachau in 4 lines of about 14800 people. 7000 exhausted and sick 

prisoners died on the way. 

On 23rd April 1945, the 90th Infantry Division of the Third American Army liberated the camp. On the same day an American armored brigade 

company set free death march survivors on the way towards Cham and Pösing, 2 Bavarian towns. 

(Source: Wikipedia Internet Website about the camp Flossenbürg). 

 

 

Some indications about the Nissenbaum family and their detention in the secondary camp of Offenburg (Baden, Germany): 

Erhard R. Wiehn, a former professor and doctor in sociology at the university of Constance (Lake Constance, Southern Germany) analyzed in 

his work entitled « Kaddisch, Totengebet in Polen, Reisegespräche und Zeitzeugnisse gegen Vergessen in Deutschland » - edited by Darmstädter 

Blätter Verlag, 1984 - not only the systematic extermination of the Jews from Eastern Europe in Nazi camps, but he also looked into the fate of 

the Nissenbaum family in particular. 

Leib Nissenbaum and his family, just like numerous East European Jews or « Ostjuden », tried to survive in the Warsaw ghetto in spite of the 

dreadful living conditions which reigned there.  

His 2 sons Joseph and Zygmund participated in the uprising of the Warsaw ghetto in 1943. 

Nevertheless, the family managed to survive but was deported to the extermination camp of Treblinka. 

The son Zygmund testifies about the inhuman conditions they experienced during the 3-day journey in cattle wagons, without food or water and 

in a suffocating summer heat. 

Many people died during this trip towards the hell of Treblinka, before they even arrived there. 



The mother and the daughter were gassed at Treblinka. On her way to the gas chamber his mother ordered Zygmund to survive at any cost so that 

he could later testify about the Nazi horror. 

The barely 15years old son thus succeeded in escaping from the gas chamber by sneaking out through 80 men, including his father and his 

brother, who had been selected to work in a concentration camp. 

In a first time, the 3 survivors of the family Nissenbaum had to work in a manufacturing workshop of tanks situated in the Chelmska street in 

Lublin. 

Till March 1945, they worked in favor of the German Henschel group in the Flossenbürg camp. 

After their internment in Flossenbürg, the Nissenbaum were transferred to the camp Offenburg, where they were assigned to work for the 

ñReichsbahnò [German Railway] till 12th April 1945. 

Like 40 other deportees, the father, Leib Nissenbaum, died in Offenburg, after having been mortally 

wounded by nazi torturers, shortly before the liberation of the camp. 

 

The 2 sons were liberated during their death march by the Americans not far away from 

Donaueschingen, Black-Forest. 

 

 

 

Leib Nissenbaum and 70 other deportees rest at the cemetery in Offenburg. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Tombstone with the name of the other Jewish victims of nazism. 

 

 

Photos made by Hans-Peter Goergens, 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supplementary documents from the Bundesarchiv in Ludwigsburg about the different deportation places of Kupferwasser Hersch (Urbès 

camp). So we can follow the location of the other « Daimler-Benz Jews » or « Produktionshäftlinge ». 

 (Document from Hans-Peter Goergens). 


