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In the track s of the former Jewish deportees, also called « Daimler -Benz Jews » or
« Produktionshaftlinge ».
Seco ndary camps : Urbés in Alsace and Offenburg in Baden -Wirttemberg, Germany.

Hans -Peter Goer gens 0Otrip in Poland, May 2016.

Our German frid HansPeter Goergens from the Memorial of Offenb&Rgmmersweier undertook in May 2016 a long trip through Patand
the tracls of former «DaimlerBenz Jews.

He visited several Nazi camps and ghettos, like the ghetto of Rzeszow/ Reitthesicafng of Auschwitz, Lublin/Majdanek antreblinka,
with the hope to find any traces or documents about the 462 [465] Jewish deportees from the camp of Urbés, where digyederetas
August 19440 manufacture diesel engines for 8B5 planesn favor ofthe Luftwaffe.

The 465 Jews had to work inside the tunnel of Utt@ssformedn 1944 by the Nazis in a secret and underground factory.

HansPeter Goergens also hoped to find any information or document about the Jewish deportees intercathinah©ffenburgwhere they
had towork mieMar ch 1945 for the AReichsbahnd [ the Railway company of

These Jewish deportees were callébimlerBenz Jews or «Produktionshéftlinge, because they had received a training cooysbe
industrial group DaimleBenz inside the ghetto of Rzeszow/ Reichshof and in collaboration with the Luftwaffe for the manufacturing of diesel
engines for DB605 planes.

From the inscription written on a wall inside the Urbés tunnkeleke worked 462 Polish s » by a former Jewish deportee, HdPeter
Goergens undertook researches about the origin and destiny of this Jewish group transferred to numerous camps andi2&YAedust to
12"9October 1944 in the Camp of Urbés.



It has beemproven that befee their transfer to Urbés camp these Jewish prisoners had been interned in the ghetto of Rzesegigieheh at
themaincamp of NatzweileStruthof, aftetbbeingmoved for a relatively short time to other camps amehigh Plaszow, Wieliczka, Auschia
and Flossenbirg.

After their transfer to Flossenburg, the DairriBanz Jews were transportiedt a very short timéo Colmaru n d e r  t Koenman@dorA&0 i
DaimlerBenz GmbH K o I[GmédH=Eimited liability company] and finally to Urbés camp

(Cf. Robert Steegmann,Struthof, leKL-Natzweiler et ses kommandosie nébuleuse concentrationnaire des deux c6tés du Rhin, 19453
edited by Nuée Bleue/DNA, 2005, p.-7@).

Native origins of the 465 RaimlerBenzJews » 11 German, 9 Soviet, Czech andl44 Polish men.
3 of them died during their internment at the camp of Urbes.

When the liberators approached crossing the mountain pass of Bussang, the 462 Jewish prisoners were transferred tesdrdh&lLsSac
(Germany) on 120ctober 1944while other inmates of the Urbés camp were urgentlyed to Neckarelz (Baden, Germany) and some of them
to the camp of Heppenheim (Hessen, Germany).

The search for lists of former prisoners from the camp of Sachsenhrausairs till now fruitlesssincemany registers kept by the Nazis
disappeared at the end of the war.

After investigatingat the Public Records Office oBundesarchiw in Ludwigsburg, Han®eter Goergens managed to find a document dating
from the Nazi period concerning a former Jewise@rer from Urbesvhose name iKupferwasser Hersch aliasCooper Harry.

(seelesson P7c, List of the 465BaimlerBenz Jews> + document enclosed).
This precious document alsoproueh e accur acy of the Jewsd transfer to the camp of

HansPeter Goergeralsoundertook researches on a Jewish family naNiedenbaumaswellaon t he f ami |l yés deportat.i
into the ghetto of Rzeszow/ Reichshof (Poland) and later into the ghetto of Warsaw.

Afterthe f ami | y & s i sawardrlateinehe camp oh Flogéanblirg, the survivors of the family Nissenbaum were depait®thrch
1945to the canp of Offenburg



As the route of the 2 Jewigtoups of deporteasas the ame, Hand”eter Goergens could gudkat they had been interned in the same ghetto
of Rzeszow/Reichshof and trained for the assembling of diesel engines-&dD@anes.

Only laterhad theybeen separated into 2 different secondary cathpdirst group to Urbes in Alsace in 1944, teeand to Offenburg in
Germany, in 1945




The bunker at the entrance of the railway tunnel transformist&inh

1944 in @ underground manufactory and secondary camp of the
NatzweilerStruthof main camp.

The inscription inside the tunnel of Urb&gijtten by a Polish deportee

iHer e worked 462 Jews from Pol andb?o




Location of the different nazi camps mentioned
Document Wikipédia, Internet.
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Some information about the ghetto of Rzeszow/ Reichshof in Poland

The name of the city comes from theYiddish word « Reishe », which means « the little Jerusalem ».

The ghetto was created between December 1939 and January 1940.



On 17" February 1941, the city was renamed « Reichshof » by the Nazis, who confiscated ipaustrial buildings to install a major plant for

the manufacturing of aircraft engines.
This industrial complex brought together the « Flugmotorenwerke Reichshof GmbH » owned by the German industrial grougrétensche

Kassel and the « Mercedes Benaetbry of the DaimleBenz group.

In 1941, the 2 German industrial groups used and trained nearly 2000 persons, among them more than 600 Jews.
(Source: Internet Webside, ke ghetto de Rzeszeencyclopédie.bseditions )
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Sone indications about the camossenblirg

Created in 1938, the Nazi camp near the Bavarian village of Flosser
immediately becama forcedlabourcamp managed according to the
Nazi s06 pexernmgiidn thoofigh labour ». About 96000
prisoners were deported to thisygaand 3MO00 found death there

2 pictures frominternet.
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Photo of the camp, April 1945.
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The activities of this hard labour camp were on the one hand the manufacturing of pieces for Messerschmitt fightefgr Bfellb&nefiof

the Messerschmitt group Regensburg, and on the other h#éfmehard labouin granitequarries thedrilling of tunnels and the development of
underground factories.

On 20" April 1945, the camFlossenbiirg had to be urgently evacuated, when the Allied Forces approached.

The prisones had to undertake death marcbf more thar80 Km towards Dachain 4 linesof about 14800 peopl&@000 exhausted and sick
prisoners died on the way.

On 239 April 1945, the 98 Infantry Division of the Third American Army liberated the car@m the same dagn Americanarmoredorigade
companysetfreedeath march survivors on the way towards Cham and P@&Bwayarian towns.

(Saurce Wikipedia Internet Webstabout the camiplossenbiirg).

Some indications about the Nissenbaum family and their detention in the secondary camp of Offfad®mirgGermany):

Erhard R. Wiehn, aformerprofesso and doctor in sociology at the university of Constance (Lake Constance, Southern Germangjienaly
his workentitled «Kaddisch, Totengebet in Polen, Reisegesprache und Zeitzeugnisse gegen Vergessschiamiutedited by Darmstadter
Blatter Verlag, 1984 not only the systematic extermination of the Jews from Eastern Europe in Ngud,bat he alsdooked intothe fate of
the Nissenbaum family particular

Leib Nissenbaumand his family, just likenumerous Ed€£uropean Jews or@stjudern», tried to survive in the Warsaw ghettospite of the
dreadful living conditions which reigned there.

His 2 sons Joseph and Zygmuypatticipated in the uprising of the Warsaw ghetto in 1943.
Nevertheless, thiamily managed to survive but was deported to the extermination camp of Treblinka.

The son Zygmuntestifies about the inhuman condit®they experienced during thal8y journeyin cattle wagons, withodbod or wateand
in a suffocating summer heat.

Many people died during this trip towards the hell of Treblinka, before they even arrived there.



The mother and the daughteere gassed at Treblink@nherway to the gas chambkbis mother ordered Zygmund to survive at aogtso that
he could later tesy about the Naznorror.

The barely 1§eass old sonthussucceeded in escaping from the gas chambenbégking out througB0 men, inclding his father and his
brother, who had beeselected to workn a concentration camp.

In a first time the 3 survivor®f the family Nissenbaum had to work in a manufacturing slook oftanks situated in the Chelmska street in
Lublin.

Till March 1945, they worked in favor of the German Henschel group in the Flossenbiirg camp.

After their internment in Flasenblirg, the Nissenbaum were transferred to the camp Offenburg, where they were assigned to work for the
fi Rei c h[GSermam Ralwaltill 12" April 1945.

Like 40 otherdeportees, the father, Leib Nissenbaum, died in Offenburg, after having been moually
wounded by nazi torturers, shortly before the liberation of the camp. :

The 2 sons were liberateldiring thér death marclvy the Americansnot far away from
Donaueschingen, Bladkorest.

Leib Nissenbaum and 70 other deportees rest at the cenme@ifgnburg.



Tombsbne with the name of the othewiish victims of nazism.

Photos made bansPeter Goergen2016

Supplementaryacumens from the Bundesarchiv itudwigsburgabout the different deportation placeafpferwasser Hersch(Urbes
camp. So we can follow the location of the otheDaimlerBenz Jews> or « Produktionshaftlinge.
(Documentrom HansPeter Goergens).



